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purchasing the services on a fee-for-
service basis.

[48 FR 54025, Nov. 30, 1983]

RURAL HEALTH CLINIC SERVICES

§ 447.371 Services furnished by rural
health clinics.

The agency must pay for rural health
clinic services, as defined in § 440.20(b)
of this subchapter, and for other ambu-
latory services furnished by a rural
health clinic, as defined in § 440.20(c) of
this subchapter, as follows:

(a) For provider clinics, the agency
must pay the reasonable cost of rural
health clinic services and other ambu-
latory services on the basis of the cost
reimbursement principles in part 413 of
this chapter. For purposes of this sec-
tion, a provider clinic is an integral
part of a hospital, skilled nursing facil-
ity, or home health agency that is par-
ticipating in Medicare and is licensed,
governed, and supervised with other de-
partments of the facility.

(b) For clinics other than provider
clinics that do not offer any ambula-
tory services other than rural health
clinic services, the agency must pay for
rural health clinic services at the rea-
sonable cost rate per visit determined
by a Medicare carrier under §§ 405.2426
through 405.2429 of this chapter.

(c) For clinics other than provider
clinics that do offer ambulatory serv-
ices other than rural health clinic serv-
ices, the agency must pay for the other
ambulatory services by one of the fol-
lowing methods:

(1) The agency may pay for other am-
bulatory services and rural health clin-

ic services at a single rate per visit
that is based on the cost of all services
furnished by the clinic. The rate must
be determined by a Medicare carrier
under §§ 405.2426 through 405.2429 of this
chapter.

(2) The agency may pay for other am-
bulatory services at a rate set for each
service by the agency. The rate must
not exceed the upper limits in this sub-
part. The agency must pay for rural
health clinic services at the Medicare
reimbursement rate per visit, as speci-
fied in § 405.2426 of this chapter.

(3) The agency may pay for dental
services at a rate per visit that is based
on the cost of dental services furnished
by the clinic. The rate must be deter-
mined by a Medicare carrier under
§§ 405.2426 through 405.2429 of this chap-
ter. The agency must pay for ambula-
tory services other than dental services
under paragraph (c) (1) or (2) of this
section.

(d) For purposes of paragraph (c) (1)
and (3) of this section, ‘‘visit’’ means a
face-to-face encounter between a clinic
patient and any health professional
whose services are reimbursed under
the State plan. Encounters with more
than one health professional, and mul-
tiple encounters with the same health
professional, that take place on the
same day and at a single location con-
stitute a single visit, except when the
patient, after the first encounter, suf-
fers illness or injury requiring addi-
tional diagnosis or treatment.

[43 FR 45253, Sept. 29, 1978, as amended at 51
FR 34833, Sept. 30, 1986]
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